MINUTES MELMERBY & MIDDLETON QUERNHOW 
PARISH COUNCIL
Melmerby Village Hall 
Wednesday 25thth February 2026 7.30pm


1. Those Present Cllr J Foster; Cllr S Duckett; Cllr P Kettlewell; Cllr T Richardson
2. Apologies of absence - none
3. Minutes of last meeting read and agreed as correct
4. Forum meeting
Cllr foster went to the forum meeting on 27th January.  The Highways department were meant to attend but could not and so there was no speaker.  The council tax will increase by 4.9% which is the maximum allowed.   The boundaries for the area are being changed and from next year we will belong to Dishforth and Topcliffe rather than Wathvale. The long-term road closure at Sharow was brought up, this is due to Yorkshire Water and the group agreed to see if this can be resumed.
The Parish Council have been contacted by Highways to say our speed sign is not acceptable and we have five weeks to remove it.
5. Open forum
A resident asked if anything has happened about the refurbishment of the white lines on the bend by the playground.  The clerk asked residents to go onto ‘Fix My Street web site’ and the more people who do this the more chance we have of getting it repaired.
Another complaint was about traffic parking on the entrance to Grange Terrace as cars have to drive on the wrong side of the road to exit this lane and traffic entering it from Wath are faced with cars on the wrong side of the road. The council will request double yellow lines from Joe Barnets to the corner.
The roots from a tree on Grange Farm are causing the pavement to be very uneven, the Clerk to contact Highways or North Yorkshire.
A resident asked about whether the robot for cutting the grass on the field was going ahead but the insurance company said they could not insure this.
Two council residences have been empty one for four years and one for two years.  
6. Highways
Lots of pot holes needing filling, some are getting done but others still need attention.
Clerk to contact highways about Underlands Lane update on complete renovation of area outside Blythes garage.
7. Planning - none
8. Playing field
The Ninja trail should be installed in the near future.  The places they were put was discussed and a curve was preferred possibly at the housing end of the play area rather than near the road.
Melmerby 10K is on 3rd May grass cutting needs to be done Friday before.
We still need to find someone to paint the play equipment but the clerk is struggling to get any quotes. 
9. Account As below agreed as correct
10. Any other business
Burniston Primary School asking for donations toward a new roof on the school and they have to raise 10% of the final cost amounting to £23,000. The council agreed to send £500
11. Date of next meeting 20th May
	Quarterly Accounts 1st November 2025 to 25th February 2026

	
	IN
	OUT
	C/F
	

	
	
	
	£14,274.16
	

	PAYE
	
	£112.00
	£14,162.16
	

	Clerk Salary
	
	£448.00
	£13,714.16
	

	Lottery  grant
	£19,975.00
	
	£33,689.16
	

	Grass cutting
	
	£235.20
	£33,453.96
	

	Verge cutting
	
	£120.00
	£33,333.96
	

	Defibrillator Pads
	£77.94
	£33,256.02
	

	Website
	
	£271.20
	£32,984.82
	



